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CARLOS VILRRA, 1876-1937 

Car los  Vierra ,  who died  in  Santa  he  on Decem­
ber  20,  1937,  was  a  nat ive  of  Cal i fornia ,  of  
Por tuguese  descent ,  born  near  Monterey,  October  
3 ,  1876.  He s tudied ar t  under  Gi t tardo Pia / .zoni  
in  San Francisco.  Before  he  was  21 he  had voy­
aged around the  Horn in  a  sa i l  boat ,  and ar r ived 
in  New York to  cont inue  his  s tudies .  There  he  
became wel l  known as  a  mar ine  painter  and car­
toonis t .  I l l  heal th  brought  h im to  New Mexico in  
1904 and he  was  among the  ear ly  painters  who 
a t t rac ted  vis i tors  f rom al l  the  world  to  the  Old  
Capi ta l .  He was  marr ied ,  in  1910,  to  Ada T.  
Ogle ,  who survives  h im.  

"Soldier ,  sa i lor ,  pa in ter ,  a rchaeologis t ,  a rchi ­
tec t  and bui lder ,  Car los  Vierra  lef t  an  imprint  on  
Santa  Fe  that  wi l l  endure  for  ages .  His  was  a  
brave  soul .  His  th i r ty  years  in  Santa  he  were  a  
constant  bat t le  for  what  i s  t rue  in  a r t  and archi tec­
ture .  To him we owe the  most  complete  photogra­
phic  record  of  Indian pueblos  and Franciscan mis­
s ions  and churches  in  New Mexico wi th  a  weal th  
of  des ign which is  serving s tudents ,  scholars ,  and 
bui lders  in  manifold  ways .  Out  of  these  grew the  
f ine  ser ies  of  paint ings  of  New Mexico miss ions  
which,  through the  generos i ty  of  the  la te  Frank 
Spr inger  and the  ar t i s t  h imsel f ,  a re  a  permanent  
her i tage  of  the  people  of  New Mexico.  They have 
a  p lace  of  honor  in  the  ent rance  hal l  of  the  Art  
Museum.  

"However ,  i t  was  his  associa t ion wi th  the  School  
of  -American Research,  wi th  i t s  d i rec tor ,  l  Algar  L .  
Hewet t ,  and i t s  s taf f ,  especia l ly  such members  as  
Dr .  Sylvanus  G.  Morley ,  Kenneth  M.  Chapman,  
and Jesse  L .  Nusbaum,  which gave eager ly  se ized 
oppor tuni t ies  to  Vierra  to  take  a  decis ive  par t  in  
the  remodel ing of  the  long neglected  Palace  of  the  
Governors ,  the  bui ld ing of  the  Art  Museum,  em­
bodying in  i t s  a rchi tec ture  most  of  the  sa l ient  fea­
tures  of  the  New Mexico miss ions ,  in  the  renais­
sance  of  Santa  Fe  archi tec tura l ly .  

" I t  was  Vierra ' s  ins is tence  upon pur i tv  of  s ty le  
tha t  saved Santa  Fe  f rom many an archi tec tura l  
monst ros i ty  which sought  ac tual i ty  under  fa lse-
pre tenses .  Up to  the  t ime of  his  death  he  guarded 
the  in tegr i ty  of  the  Pueblo  and the  Spanish  Colo­
nia l  a rchi tec ture  wi th  a  zeal  of ten  leading to  heated  
controversy .  That  Santa  Fe  is  not  only  a  'c i ty  
d i f ferent '  but  a lso  a  'c i ty  beaut i fu l '  i s  more  largely  
owing to  h im,  perhaps ,  than to  any o ther  one  
individual .  

" In  the  Guatemala  jungle  and on the  Yucatan 
uplands  he  fo l lowed th is  bent  for  ar t  and archi tec­
tura l  s tudy.  As  a  member  of  the  expedi t ions  of  
the  School  of  American Research,  he  made the  
notes  which b lossomed in to  great  murals  of  the  
Maya ci t ies  as  he  visual ized them in  the i r  pr is t ine-
g lory .  Chichen I tza ,  Uxmal ,  Quir igua ,  Copan,  and 
Palenque were  thus  represented,  not  f rom imagi­
nat ion but  f rom intens ive  s tudy on the  ground.  
They are  the  pr ide  of  the  Cal i fornia  bui ld ing in  
Balboa Park ,  San Diego.  His  enthusiasm for  
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archaeological  research led  h im to  be  the  pioneer  
in  aer ia l  photography of  prehis tor ic  ru ins  in  the  
Uni ted  Sta tes .  He photographed the  Chaco Can­
yon a  shor t  t ime before  Lindbergh made his  fam­
ous  photographic  f l ight  over  the  same sect ion of  
New Mexico.  

"Vierra  painted  the  sea  and the  American scene 
wi th  an  adherence  to  c lass ic  precepts .  This  won 
him the  f r iendship  of  the  la te  Frank Spr inger ,  a  
generous  pat ron of  ar t  and archi tec ture  in  Santa  
Fe .  I t  was  for  h im that  Vierra  bui l t  the  remark­
able  home on the  southern  loma over looking Santa  
Fe  in  which he  exempl i f ied  wi th  exactness  the  pr in­
c iples  of  Pueblo  archi tec ture  as  adapted to  modern 
res idence  and s tudio  needs .  

"The St .  Francis  murals ,  p lanned by the  la te  
Donald  Beauregard ,  three  of  whieh were  painted  
by Vierra ,  c rea te  much of  the  a tmosphere  tha t  
makes  the  audi tor ium a  joy to  every  vis i tor .  The 
mural  of  Columbus a t  the  Franciscan convent  a t  
La Rabida ,  wi th  the  vis ion of  the  three  caravels  
r id ing on the  sea ,  so  character is t ic  of  Vicrra ' s  a r t ,  
meets  the  eyes  of  those  who come to  hear  the  great  
organ.  On the  eas t  wal l  a re  his  o ther  two murals .  
The "Bui ld ing of  the  Pecos  Miss ion,"  and the  
"Pleading of  the  PVanciscans  for  the  Mayas ,"  
beaut i fu l  memoria ls  to  the  ar t i s t  and his  pa t ron.  

"Vierra  loved Santa  Pe  pass ionate ly .  He 
watched sol ic i tous ly  over  i t s  archi tec ture ,  over  
every  his tor ic  landmark,  over  every  t ree  and hedge 
of  chamisa .  He reveled in  the  grandeur  of  the  

f ' - '  mounta ins  and fores ts ,  he  sought  to  place  them 
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upon canvas  in  a l l  the i r  colorfulness  and form.  I t  
i s  marvelous  as  one  recal ls  h is  many achievements ,  
h is  t i re lessness ,  h is  zeal ,  and contras ts  them with  
the  weakness  of  i l l  heal th ,  wi th  the  formidable  
obstac les  Vierra  had to  overcome.  

"Vierra  cannot  be  replaced.  He was  siii generis, 
a  genius  of  whom Santa  Fe  had reason to  be  proud 
and to  whose  memory i t  must  be  gra teful .  Of  such 
i t  was  tha t  the  poet  wrote :  

Par  t ra i l s  awai t  me;  val leys  vas t  and s t i l l  
Vis tas  undreamed of ,  canyon-guarded s t reams.  

Lowland and range,  fa i r  meadow,  f lower-gi r t  h i l l  
P 'ores t  enchanted,  f i l led  wi th  magic  dreams.  

And I  shal l  f ind  brave  comrades  on the  way;  
None shal l  be  lonely  in  adventur ing.  

P 'or  each a  chosen task  to  round the  dav,  
New glor ies  to  amaze,  new songs  to  s ing."  
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GROUP NO. I  
Miss ion Churches  of  Nciv  Mexico  

Tesuque 
Laguna 
Santa Clara 
Zia 
San Felipe 
San Ildefonso 
Zia 

Sandia 
.•\coma 
Taos 
Jemez 
Cochiti 
San Juan 
Picuris 

As the Sky Father Builds 
Early Morning at Jemez Pueblo 

GROUP NO. II 
Black Mesa 
I'ortrait of Carlos Vierra by 

Carl I.Ota ve (Loaned by 
Mrs. .\. B. Renehan) 

Canyoncito 

Rio en Medio 
Walpi 
The CJreat Divide 
San Juan 
C^ottonwoods 

Nambe 
Walpi 
Rio en Medio 

The Mayor of .Alcalde 
Hopi Ceremony 
Taos Meadows 

(Under the Stairs) 
Nambe 
Sunrise ceremony, Hopi 
Chama 

GROUP NO. I l l  
I.a Cienega, No. i Ranchito Rio Grande 
Chimayo, No. i Rio en Medio 
Santa Fe Canyon 

Summer 
La Cienega, No. 2 Oraibi 
Chimayo, No. 2 Barranca 
Spring Snow 
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L.4 Ciene(;.\ 
(.A Small Village Near Santa Fe) 


